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AMUSEMENTS THIS AFTEIWOON AND EVENING.
.WOOD'S Ml'SKUM llro».iw*T, corner 30th at. .l'erform-
.MM ewr afternoon and evmlna.

OMBS THEATRE. 738 iirnsdwav..VaBIITT ENTEB-
Taimmkm. a, Matinee at 3)$.
FIFTH AVENCK THKATRK, TwentT-tourtb street..

SaBaTOUi. Matine* at m.

BOOTH'S THEATRE. SSJ at., no'.w >*n th an 6th am.
iiOTl ami Loyalty. Matinee Kit uEi.itL'.

¦EW YORK STADT THEATRE, 46 Bowery.-StEliAOU
IN DBHxUaU.

NIBLO'S HARDEN. Broadway.TUB Sfeotaclb CFThe Blaok CbooK. M allure ai l>».

^WALLACE'S THHATRE, Broadway and ISth street.

LIRA EDWIN'S THEATRE, 7*0 Broidway Einp to
A Fault- Aladdin. Matinee at 3.

GRANT* OPERA HOU8R, comer of 8th tr. and S3d St..Babub Bi.eub. Matinett at 3.La Ubande Dvcitwi.

WiTJPIC THEATRE. Broadway..Thb Pantomime orWbb Willie Wimkie. Katinee at 3.

BOWSRY THEATRE, Bowery. -WatoB Doo.A. S. 8..
vox Jvan MottB.

MRS. P. B. CONWAY'S PARR THSATRK, Brooklyn.-VlOTIM or ClBOOMBTANOEd.NlOiv OP TUB WOODS.

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUSIC. -JrrFBRSOW AS
Bir Van Winkle.

TONY PASTOR'S Ol'KRA HOUSK. 301 Bowery..Va-
BIB1T EsTBBTAIXMKHT. MatlUU'- at 2J*.
THEATRR COMIQUE, 514 Broadway..Co MIO Vooal-

IBM, Nbubo Acts, Ac..The Kike Pibxd. Matinee at 3&
BAN KRANriSOO MINSTREL HALL. 686 BroaawayNKUKIi MINSTUBLST, FaBORS. BlU'.BgQUBti, ka.

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA HOUSE, 2Sd St.. between 6th
and 7U» avs..Nsaso MiNbiKEt.sv, Koosntbioities, Ac.

APOL1/) HA I'L. corner 28th street and Broadway..Db. Court's Diobama op Irelam>.

NEW YORK CIRCU8, PonrtecntU street. -8CBNBS IN
TUB Ring, Acbomats, ac. Matinee at 2>j.

ASSOCIATION HALL, 2Sd sure: and 4th ar..GbandCONCEBT.

HOOLEY'S OPERA HOUSE, Brooklyn..RoOLKY'S ANDKelly A Lion's Misstbels.

BROOKLYN OPERA HOUSE Weloh. Hughes &
white's bikrihi Cabsr the News to Maay.

DR. KAHN'S ANATOMICAL MUSEUM, 745 Broadway..Boibkce and abt.

NEW YORK MUSEUM OP ANATOMY, 613 Broadwar.SOIBNOB AND AKT.
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{^Washington: Another Great Fraud Upon th

Government Exposed; The St. Domingo Ques¬tion before the Cabinet; Proceedings of Con¬
gress.The Loss of the Saginaw.The Williams-
uurg Murder.The Lloeral Club.Political Free¬
dom: by Algernon s. Sullivan.Stadt Theatre.4.Europe-. British Exposition of the "Dangerous"Questions of America; English Opinion of
Prim's Assassination and the Inutility of the
Act; Cabinet Computations from the War and
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Papal Question in England.St. Augustine
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Another Blast ror Porter.Chinese Statistics in
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surance.Newark Items.Correction.Cape of
Good Hope. Fires in New York.The Ntanuc
Boat Club Reunion.

Editorials: Leading Article, 'The ProposedNew Issue of Five Per Cent Bonds.What Is
Our Proper Financial Policy''. Amusement
Announcements.
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War in France.Miscellaneous Telegrams.Per¬
sonal intelligence.Views of the Past.West¬
chester Annexation.Business Notices.

8.A Murderer on Trial: An Ulster County Des¬
perado Arraigned for Murder.New York City
News- Union Home and School.Methodlstlcal
Mismanagement: Trial or Dr. Lanahan by the
Book Cunimittee.Criticisms of New Books.
The Jersey Water Panic.Arrival of the
"Felons".Newark Finances.The Albany Ex¬
press Bobbery.Brooklyn Aeademy or Music.
Fire In Hrooklyn.Arrested for Forgery.Ken¬
tucky Chivalry.Jersey city Firemen's Fund.
The Mace-Coburn Fight.Naval Intelligence.
A Gay Rebel in California.

9.The Pennsylvania Coal Miners: Tne Suspension
Movement and Convention of Operators; A
Prominent Coal operator Interviewed; Peram¬
bulating Societies of Know Nothings.Presen¬
tation Plate.Personal Notes.Unwise Weiss.
The Prussians' Christmas.Financial and Com¬
mercial Reports.Bx-PoBtmaster Kelly.Mar¬
riages and Deaths.

10.The State Capital: Proceedings of the Legisla¬
ture. Fechter Again: The Coming Testimonial
to the Distinguished Polyglot in Bmton.Ship¬
ping Intelligence.Advertisements.

11.A Cuban Bull Fight: How the Sabbath 1s Made
Enjoyable in Havana: A Fashion of the Olden
Time and How It is Followed.Newsfrom Chile
and Peru.General News Items.Murder In
Kansas.Immigration at Boston.Journalistic
Notes.

12.The Frontier: Garrison Life at Fort Fetter-
man.Three Brothers Murdered in Mlssis-
Blppi.Progress of Outrage in the South.A
Miser Murdered In Iowa.Fish Culture in the
Delaware River.What Is InsanityT.Elope-
jn< nt at Wappinger's Falls, N. Y.Advertise¬
ments.

The True Georgian is still advocating the
nomination of Governor Hoffman as the demo¬
cratic candidate for President in 1872. Ttoe
report, therefore, that it had "gone whera the
"Woodbine twineth" is premature.

It is Reported that the Connecticut radi¬
cals intend to throw overboard Congressman
^Starkweather, of the New London district.
What for? To attempt to make a Governor
of him?

__________

Manly Sports are specially cultivated in
/Oregon. Last week, in Umatilla county, a

anan named Clarke relieved the monotony of a

fcorse race by shooting his friend William
£tarke.
Tub Removal of Sing Sing Pp.ison is

l>roached in the Legislature. It ought not to'
fee removed any further from New York,

the stern administration of justice which

ited and kept up we need to have Sing
jRing or its successor convenient to our doors.

The Building of toe New State Capitol
tfct Albany seems to be proceeding quite

. Several State Senators yesterday
cauea ior a report from the State Comptroller

Cto bow the funds are being managed, and
may take it for granted that it is no job, or

jBjse they would know all about it.

German Retaliation..A despatch from
Washington, published this morning, gives the
substance of a circular issued by Count Bis-
fenarck and received by cable at the North
fcrenaan Legation. The document says that
the treatment of the German merchant navy
V>y Franc® obliges Germany "to withdraw our

declaration (made at the beginning of the war)
shat French merchant skips which have no

Contraband of war on board shall be exempt
'rom capture by our vessels of war." This
ivlthdrawal takes effect four weeks after the
late of the circular. Our merchants generally
trill provide against loss before therperiod of
ocabfttioji exoirea

Bedford and Recorder Hackett have

The Prepoar il New I«ae of Five For

Cent Bonds.What ia Our Proper Finan¬
cial Policy t
The House of Representatives has passed

the Soaate bill authorizing the issuo of five
hundred millions of fire per cent bonds, with
an amendment that the total amount of bonds
shall not be increased. The object of the
amendment must be apparont to every one.

It is to prevent the increase of the debt
through exchanging the present six per cent
bonds for five per cent ones. We suppose
there will be no difficulty In passing such an

amendment In the Senate. In. that oase the
bill will becomc law. Then it will remain to
be seen if the Secretary of the Treasury can

exchange so large a portion of the debt.five
huudred millions.from a six to a five
per cent . security at par. Of course he
must offer Inducements. What are these
to be? The government can pay the debt off
as It matures at par in gold, and, instead of
doing that, it can offer to the bondholders five
per cent long time bonds. Will the public
creditors accept these new securities in place
of the old ones at par? That is the question.
It is an experiment, and there is no harm in
letting Secretary BoutweU try what he can do.
Another plan is to raise a loan In the markets
of the world at five per cent, either for the

| whole of the five hundred millions or for such
a portion of it as can be floated, and if this
should be taken at par in gold the Secretary
could redeem tbe outstanding six per cents
without increasing the total sum of the national
debt.

But, whatever may or can be done in the
way of transforming the debt and saving
interest on it, the paramount question now is
to reduce taxation and to relieve the country
of the burdens which so much depress industry
and paralyze trade ; and to do this, while con¬

solidating the debt in long time securities,
would help Mr. BoutweU in his efforts to
change the debt from a six per cent to a five
per cent interest one. We want no large
surplus in the Treasury, and only a

small sinking fund for awhile. When
the six hundred horsemen charged
the Russian guns at Balaklava Bosquet, the
illustrious French general, said, as he gazed
on them going to certain but useless destruc-

! tion, "It is magnifloent, but it is not war."
So we, when we observe our gallant politicians
and people tilting fall at the windmill of our

national debt with big, unmanageable sur¬

pluses, are compelled to cry, "It is magnifi¬
cent, bnt it is not finance." In truth, the
spirit in which we have gone to work hitherto
with our revenue system and our public debt
has been not that of men of business, hard-
headed practitioners, with ledgers and interest
tables, but of pure and simple.alas ! only too
simple.knight-errantry. When we had once

got the debt on our shoulders the first impulse
was to throw it off at all costs and hazards,
without stopping to consider whether the pro¬
cess might not cost more than it was worth.
The first stage in the affair was that movement
to pay it off by subscription, as though the
republic were a sort of broken-down old pau¬
per, for whom the bat must without delay be
sent round. That broke down altogether. It
was too absurd a miscalculation of expediency
and of profit and loss. But we are not pre¬
pared to say that the next steps were much
wiser.

In point offact they have been steps only, and
have not amounted to a policy, and have been
due to the popular horror of suoh a thing as a

national debt existing at all. The bare fact of
the burden seemed to place us in unoomforta-
ble juxtaposition with the decaying, wornout
States of the Old World. And it was natural
and praiseworthy, perhaps, however finan¬
cially unreasoning, that we should have risen in
insurrection against it. It is now, however,
high time that we stop short and think the
matter over carefully.
We have struck the right key on this sub¬

ject in our columns, and we earnestly
invite the attention of our politicians and
the public to our observations. We par¬
ticularly insist upon the fact, so strangely over¬

looked hitherto, that by the plan of raising
vast surpluses to pay off debt prematurely we

are not diminishing the burdens of the people
though we may decrease the nominal figure of
the debt. Nay, we are by that process vir¬
tually increasing the debt. We increase by
that method the sum which government owes

the people, if the account were : properly
kept or could be ; for this extra sum is capi¬
tal taken from them and loaned to government
under the pressure of the tax gatherer. Only,
unhappily, this disguised loan will never be
paid off till the day ofjudgment, and the pro&t
and loss account of the people who inhabit the
United States is the worse forever by the dif¬
ference between the value of the money to
them in their business and the figure of value
at which the public debt stands.
Now, we believe this difference to be about

two to one. Speaking roughly the public
debt of the Union is now a five per cent obli¬
gation.that is to say, the bonds of the
republic sell now in the market for a sum

which brings about five per cent return. In
point of fact it is somewhat less, but the
difference is in favor of our argument ; so

we take it at five. Now, to pay off this five
per cent charge we take away from the public
pocket every year money which is worth at
least double to (he business of the country.
Where is the sense In such proceedings as

this? Where the evidence of the special
Yankee 'cnteness on which we pride ourselves ?
It is well to have a horror of debt ; but that
horror should surely be regulated and disci-
plined by Cocker and the multiplication table
and sober calculations of profit and loss.

In Great Britain the policy of paying off
the national debt by a sinking fund obtained
by special and extra taxation is entirely given
up. Not a soul now urges it. Why ? Simply
on the grounds we here advanoe and insist ofi.
Economists there say, "We have a three per
cent debt; but money is worth to the people
at least five. It would not be a paying game,
therefore, to take this more valuable thing
from them to pay off the less valuable thing."
So they confine themselves to redeeming their
debt out of the mere expansion of the public
revenue due to the i^rease of the countiy.
Why should not we ?
The matter may be put clearly in this way.

The country is a large partnership which
borrowed a vast sum to keep its business
going, that business being the Union itself,
ijere. then, is a fixed partuerabJp charge pay

able at long date. But the profits of all the
rest of the business done by the individual
partners in the Union.every citizen, that is.
give a much larger return for oapital than the
interest on the debt. What, then, is the good
of paying it off exoept gradually? No private
partnership would do so. And it is a mistake
to suppose that any different principle is ap¬
plicable to the financial affairs of the national
partnership than that which regulates a pri¬
vate firm. It is positively painful to have to
insist on such obvious troths.
The present Quixotism on this subject has

lasted leng enough. The public credit and
the resources of the Union have received such
overpowering illustration in the taxation of
the last ten years that the world of capital is
quite satisfied on that head ; and it is to be
observed, moreover, that the capital which
seeks a great publio debt is the sober invest¬
ing capital which requires a safe, permanent
soourity. Our plan of feverish, unresting pay¬
ing off the debt does not snit that variety of
capital at all so well as one which is more
deliberate in character. The truth Is that
the public must maira up its mind one way or
another. If it is determined to get rid of the
debt at all costs then there is nothing to be
said. Profit and loss are out of the question,
and we have to do with the Don and his wind-
null. But if the people are determined to
make the most of their time and money, like
reasonable beings, then it is nothing short of
ridiculous to submit to oppressive taxation for
the bare empty sound and name of a reduction
of the public debt, which is purchased by the
cruel increase of every private burden, and,
therefore, in fact, of the publio burden, too.

The War News.France Prostrate.
At Le Mans, on the 11th inst., Prince Fred¬

erick Charles sealed the fate of Paris by in¬
flicting a terrible defeat upon General Chanzy's
army. We have at hand no details of the strug¬
gle, but that the«Fronch were badly beaten is
undoubtedly true. Coming at the present time,
such a disaster cannot fail to exercise an influ¬
ence over the peoplo of France which 6am-
betta will find it impossible to counteract. It
is doubtfUl, indeed, unless the reports which
we publish this morning be gross exaggera¬
tions, whether Cbanzy will be able to infuse
sufficient spirit in his men to risk another
battle. Prince Frederick Charles seems
to have performed his work thoroughly. Hia
march has b^en rapid and his blows have
fallen with immense effi'Ct. Doubtless the
French troops fought well, but all the gene¬
ralship was on the other side. Chanzy's great
mistake was to permit the German army to
remain quietly in camp until it had been
heavily reinforced. He has reaped the har¬
vest of his own sowing. The Germans, we

suppose, will follow up their victory at Le
Mans and probably drive the ill-fated French
Army of the Loire to the sea.
Our special and other despatches from Ver¬

sailles tell the story of the progress and effec¬
tiveness of the bombardment. An advanced
battery has been captured from the French,
bringing the German guns one mile nearer to
the doomed city. Fires, evidently caused by
the shells, are becoming numerous within the
walls of the doomed capital. Meantime Trochn
makes no sign, and the French troops are de¬
manding peace. The belief prevails in Ver¬
sailles that surrendor is imminent. We shall
not be surprised if it is. Paris is now thor¬
oughly isolated. Her last chance of succor
faded to nothingness at Le Mans.
The other war news is unimportant. Von

Werder is reported advancing, and our corre¬

spondent at Vienna telegraphs that Austria is
moving in the matter of peace. Judged by
past events she will not be successful, how¬
ever. Prussia has now a certainty of final
success, and she will probably exact her own
terms without permitting interference from
neutral Powers. Nevertheless we trust that
the report of Prussia's willingness to accept
the Austrian plan will prove correct. French
imbecility has ruined France. The best thing
Gambetta can do is to make peace, for any
further struggle will be nothing better than an
insane sacrifice of human life.

Tlie Eastern Question.A Nrvr Phase.

For some weeka past the world has been
Waiting to hear the Sunders of war resounding
from the Bosphorus and the shores of the
Black Sea. Russia, already armed to the
teeth, was making gigantic preparations. It
was not otherwise with England. There was
to be a conference. Then again a conference
was impossible. Austria was in a belligerent
mood. Turkey was full of fight ; and so on,
and so on. All at once it bursts upon the
war-expecting world that there is not the
slightest chance of war. A prominent Russian
military officer now in this country on a tour
of inspection has been interviewed by a

IIerald reporter, and General Gorloff laughs
at the popular idea of a fresh war on the East¬
ern question. Between Russia and Turkey,
the General says, there is no difference. That
the Russian oificcr is right is proved by one of
our latest despatches from London relative to
the Eastern question. A special announces
that "Turkey is willing to dispense with action
by the; Powers." In other words, the Sublime
Porte prefers to be allowed to deal with Russia
alone on this new Black Sea question. After
Paris has fallen it will not surprise us if a

conference meets in London or some other
centre, specially at the request of the Czar and
the Sultan, to ratify private arrangements, and
thus modify the Treaty of Paris. It is simply
absurd to expect war on the Eastern question
if the Sultan and the Czar are agreed. It
would seem as if another war bubble had
burst.

A Bill to Repeal the Erie Directory
Acrr was introduced in the Assembly yester¬
day, and is apt to create some salutary ex¬

citement before it is finally squelched. It is
quite likely that it will make a good fight in
the Assembly, where there ia a Tammany
majority of only one ; but in (he Senate the
majority is somewhat more decided. The bill
should at least be fully discussed, even if
there is no hope of pasing it, for such a mag¬
nificent outrage as the Erie bill is a wonder
of Impudence and choek that our people
should miss no opportunity of enjoying.
The Divorce Business dt Illinois..A pro¬

position has been made in the Illinois Legisla¬
ture giving the federal authorities exclusive
power upon the subject of divorce. What will
become of Chicago without her perennial crop
of divorces ?

< onvrrm *>Wcrd«jr-C»»«r«.*tl<Mi mf Ad¬
miral Porter.The Wow Five Per
Oppoaioa to WoU« N«ffVu«e.
The Senate spent the greater part of the day

yesterday In executive session, the resnlt of
the secret deliberation being the confirmation,
by a majority of three to one, of Vice Admiral
Porter as Admiral. The appointment of Bear
Admiral Rowan to the rank of vice admiral
was not acted upon, but its confirmation will
naturally follow the other, and that aotion
effectually disposes of the House bill abolish¬
ing the ranks of admiral and vice admiral.
We think that the action of the Senate will
meet very general approval throughout the
country.- Resolutions were presented in open
session from the Pennsylvania Legislature and
from the Philadelphia Common Counoil ask¬
ing the Executive to request the general co¬

operation and attendance of citizens of the
whole country in the proposed International
Exposition at Philadelphia in 1876.
The morning hour in the House was given

to the consideration of private bills, of which
about a dozen were passed. This business
was followed by a financial measure of very
great importance, which was disposed of
satisfactorily and without unnecessary discus¬
sion or consumption of time. We allude to the
Senate bill authorizing the increase of the five
per cent bonds, provided for by the Funding
law of last session, from two hundred to fire
hundred millions of dollars. This bill was re¬

ported back by Mr. Hooper, chairman of the
Committee of Ways and Means, with two
amendments. One amendment was to leave
it within the discretion of the Secretary of the
Treasury to decide whether the interest should
be payable quarterly, as provided for in the
Senate bill, and the other was to add a pro¬
viso that the aggregate issue of bonds author¬
ized by the Funding law should not be in¬
creased. The amendments wore agreed to
and the bill passed. It will be necessary foi
the Senate to concur in these amendments
before the bill can be sent to the President for
his approval.

Subsequently the House went into Commit¬
tal or the Whole on the Legislative Appropria¬
tion bill, when much time was consumed over
the items for the Department of Agriculture
and the Bureau of Education. The usual con¬
flict over these subjects developed itself,
the distribution of pumpkin seeds and hollyl
hocks never failing to supply shafts of ridicule
with which to assail the one, and prison sta¬
tistics as to the proportion of criminals whose
education has been neglected furnishing equally
trite and valuable arguments to maintain the
other The long-headed Farnsworth, of Illi¬
nois, illustrated the weakness of the argument
based on the prison statistics, which showed
that ninety-eight per cent of criminals had
learned no trade and twenty-four per cent no

alphabet, by the suggestion that if there were

any force in the argument it tended to prove
that Congress should establish a bureau of
trades and mechanics rathe* than of education.
The items for the Department of Agriculture
and for the Bureau of Education were, how¬
ever, voted on, and the amounts increased
even over what were reported by the Com¬
mittee on Appropriations.

A bill to reorganize the Treasury Depart¬
ment was introduced by Mr. Dawes, and
referred to the Committee on Appropriations.
It was drawn by the Seeretary of the
Treasury, and is intended to place the salaries
of officials on a fairer basis of equality than
that which now prevails, some officials having
had their salaries increased by special provi¬
sion of Congress, while officers of. equal rank,
who bad not been so rich in Congressional'
influence, were not so favored.
Another important bill was introduced by

Mr. Buffinton, of Massachusetts, and was
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
It provides for a commission to audit ail the
claims for damages by the Confederate
cruisers, and for the issuance of United States
bonds in payment of the same. This is in
furtherance of the views of the Board of
Underwriters of this city, as developed In the
resolution passed unanimously by that body
yesterday.
The advocates of woman suffrage, who have

been on the rampage in Washington during the
week under the marshalship of Susan B.
Anthony and Victoria C. Woodhull, were
checked in their wild career yesterday. Mr.
Loughridge, of Iowa, a man who would hardly
bo suspected of such a weakness, presented
his report, as a member of the Judiciary Com¬
mittee, in support of the claim of woman suf¬
frage ; but it was rejected by Ihe committee
receiving only the vote of its author and of
Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts. That action of
the Judiciary Committee will, probably, suf¬
fice to keep Congress clear of this demoraliz-'
Ing reform movement for the present session
at least. The Senate will not be in session
to-day, but the House will keep up its reputa¬
tion for industry and attention to public
business.

Another Feohteh Row..Fcchter has suc¬
ceeded in getting up another sensational the¬
atrical row in Boston, based upon his proposed
complimentary benefit. Mr. Fechter seems

determined to keep himself in hot water in his
Boston professional relations. The water
being hot, is there no danger of another Bos¬
ton "tea party" being celebrated at the Hub?

Congressional Perquisites..The Phila¬
delphia Inquirer declares it to be all vanity
and vexation of spirit for Senator Trumbull to'
press his joint resolution prohibiting members
of Congress from soliciting the appointment to
office of their particular friends. Although
the Congressional tyranny in the matter ot
appointments is abominable, yet it is not
liKely Mr. Trumbull will hare a corporal's
guard in the House in favor of his proposed
reform. When Congressmen voluntarily sur¬
render their perquisites in this or any other
respect, at least in a great majority of oases,
you may expect the heavens to fall.

Loss of the Saginaw..Our special cor¬

respondent at San Francisco sends us further
and very interesting details of the loss of the
Saginaw. Her leaving Midway for Ocean
Island on an errand of mercy, her approach
to the reef, going ashore and the exertions of
all hands to save everything possible from the
wreck are vividly described. Everything
is given that has been received from the scene
of the disaster, and we must wait for further

^ particulars until the vessels sent to rescue the
> unfortunates return to Honola'*

Austria a» a Bm#p«b
We are specially informed by 4 telegram

from Vienna, transmitted for the use of the
Hbbald to London and forwarded thence by
special cable roport to New York, of the
important fact that Austria is moving deci¬
sively in the matter of the arrangement of a
peace between France and Prussia. The
government of his Apostolic Majesty Francis
Joseph has outlined a programme, or the
points of basis, of a peaoe treaty. Should the
suggestions which have just been made from
Vienna be adopted and elaborated with honest
intention by the European diplomats to a con¬
clusion the horrible carnage which is now

being perpetrated by the contending armies of
the two foremost peoples In Europe would
come to a close. Austria proposes that the
French shall acknowledge the logic of events
in the field, say they are beaten, and thus
ward off the actual va vietis of the conqueror.
Francis Joseph recommends a present sur¬
render of all the armed forts of Franoe ; that
France give up her twenty war ships, pay
Germany one thousand millions of thalers as a
war indemnity, destroy all her forts whioh
stand within twenljy miles of the Rhine,
and cede to Prussia a strip of land
four miles in breadth inward on the
left bank of the Rhine.Prussia to supply the
inhabitants of Paris two millions of rations
daily pending the final signature ef the more
Immediate treaty of peace. Count Bernstorlf,
the Prussian Ambassadbr at the British Court,
"welcomes," as we are assured by our tele¬
gram, this Austrian proposal. We do not see,
indeed, why he should not. Austria is ex¬

ceedingly well qualified to speak, both on the
"glooms" and the "glories" of war. Her peo¬
ples and their rulers have experienced at
different times the natural feelings that are

engendered by triumph and defeat in battle.
The Emperor Francis Joseph knows of the
morning after Sadowa. His Majesty can in
the progress of his present humane effort
assure both the Prussians and French of
"what heroes feel with all but life and
honor lost."

Confirmatioa of Admiral Porter.
The Senate yesterday, in executive session,

by a vote of thirty to ten, confirmed the nomi¬
nation of Vice Admiral D. D. Porter to the
grade of admiral, vice D. G. Farragut, de¬
ceased. By this action the Senate has sus¬

tained its reputation for fairness and impar¬
tiality; for being a body above petty spites
and jealousies, and one that accepts or rejects
an official upon his merits.upon his fitness
for the position to which the President has
nominated bias. Unlike the House of Repre¬
sentatives, which appeared to be carried away
by sudden Impulse when Mr. Logan's resolu¬
tion was brought forward, It has weighed
the suljject calmly and dispassionately ;
It has considered well all that has
been said for and against the Vioe
Admiral; It has remembered his distinguished
services, his many hard-fought actions, his
devotion to the cause at all times and under
all circumstances, and, coming to the conclu¬
sion that he deserved well of his country, con¬
firmed his nomination, and he now stands at
the head of our nayai service.a service In
which he has always taken a just pride, and
in which he has passed so many years of an
eventful life.
The Vice Admiral has been promoted, not¬

withstanding the influence brought to bear
against him by secret enemies, and in spite of
the bitter, personal* enmity of B. F. Butler.
The former have tried to defeat his nomina¬
tion through Mr. Logan's resolution, while
the latter has left no stone unturned
to disgrace the officer who did not
appreciate the value of his military services
either at New Orleans or Fort Fisher. We
are well satisfied with the result. The
Herald has persistently taken the side of the
Vice Admiral and advocated his promotion.
It has argued that his services entitled him to
the rank ; that it would be base Ingratitude
on the part of the country if he did not get it,
and it has urged that if we expect faithful ser¬

vice on the part of our officers we must not
allow them to go unrewarded. Almost alone
the Heeaxd took this course, and from the
beginning we felt assured that the Senate
would act as it has ; and now that the contest
is over, we feel certain that a majority of our

people will say that only justice has been done
to an old and faithful servant of his country.
The St. Domingo Commission is now com¬

plete. Dr. Samuel G. Howe, of Boston, has
been appointed In place of Bishop Simpson,
and Allan A. Burton, of Kentucky, has ac¬

cepted the secretaryship, General Sigel, feeling
doubtful of his Spanish, having declined that
place. Dr. Howe is a gentleman of thorough
culture, has achieved a general literary repu¬
tation, and is widely known as the instructor
of the deaf and blind mute Laura Bridgman
and for his connection with the Greek revolu¬
tion. He has travelled extensively through
the West Indies with his wife, Julia Ward
Howe, and is fully posted upon St. Domingo.
Altogether, he is an excellent substitute for
Bishop Simpson, and the commission remains
a highly creditable selection. The culture
and erudition of Professor White and Dr.
Howe will fairly match and offset the homely
wisdom and hard practicality of Ben Wade,
while the reputation of all three will iully
insure a true and honest report.
Thursday was a bad day for hunting

negroes in Kentucky. A party of masked
men in Scott county, duly armed and
equipped, started out after negroes, bat found
game scarce, and succeeded in bagging but
three specimens. However, three other
negroes were badly wounded. Unfortu¬
nately, only one of the chivalric huntsmen
was killed.
The President's Ku Klcx Message..

President Grant has sent in his Message rela¬
tive to reported outrages in the Southern
States by the Ku Klux and other raw head and
bloody bones organizations. He makes no

suggestion as to the action of Congress in the
matter, nor does he accompany the Message
with any startling oomments upon the facts as

set forth in the accompanying documents. He
merely leaves these documents to speak for
themselves. The Ku Klux Klan is evidently
no myth. The wild young fellows who lost
their occupation and their "niggers" at the
close of the war do probably ride abroad at
night, frightening the wits out of superstitious
darkies ; but that they keep up a persistent

k retea of torror io (be South is ooon to doubt.

Tke Rerlval of th« Legitimate. .

The star of the legitimate seems again in
the ascendant, and our dramatic records .(
the past week clearly point to the conoliiBloa
that the publio are returning to those health/
fountains of amusement from which they de¬
lighted In ihe best days of the stage to drink.
Last week Mr. Edwin Booth splendidly In¬
augurated this revival of the legitimate drams
at his beautiful theatre in twenty-third street.
The appearance of Mr. Lester Wallack, whose
annual engagement at his own theatre always
marks an epoch in the dramatic year, will, on

Monday night, set the crown on this good
work. Mr. Wallack belongs to our best and
highest school of art. He did not, as so many
now attempt, catch the golden apple of posi¬
tion at a bound, but by long and patient study,
trained under his distinguished father and
many of the brightest lights of onr stage, year
by year put on that light which has culminated
in such luminous perfection now. Mr. Wallack
will, we are informed, appear in two of those
charming and graceful pieces whioh have been
too long strangers to our stage, "Faint Heart
Never Won Fair Lady," and "Used Up," of
the leading characters ia which he mar be said
to be, with Charles Mathews, the only living
representative. They are the only two mea
on the stage now who would have the gay
audacity to appear in either part. We say it
with sorrow, but that whim, address, gayety
and grace, light as the wave of a feather or
the flutter of a fan, seems in the present day
to have wholly faded and nowhere to be found.
We cannot point to a single name in this coun¬

try which caa even give us future hope. We
have excellent low comedians and eocentrie
oomedians.men like Warren, an artist of su¬

preme merit, like Jefferson, like John Sf.
Clarke, like Owens.we have tragedians of
unquestioned excellence, like Mr. Edwin
Booth and Mr. Edwin Forrest; but with the
one exception of Mr. Lester Wallack, we have
not what may be termed the gentleman of the
stage, the qualities for which are as much the
gift of nature as any other accomplishment.
such qualities as Palmer and Elliston exhibited
and Mr. Charles Mathews exhibits. It is Im¬
possible to acquire this peculiar quality. Tea
catch It from your early training and associa¬
tion. Both Palmer and Elliston were brought
up In the best society of their day.not, like
poor Grimaldi, to be placed as food for
amusement "between Lord Byron and another
lord," but as equals and compeers. Mr.
Charles Mathews was in his youth the favorite
companion of Count D'Orsay, and Mr. Lester
Wallack's associations, as we all know here,
have never been such as to brush a tinge of its
natural lustre irom the attractive charm of hia
wing.

Mr. Wallack's greatest quality is perhaps his
wonderful variety. Although a representa¬
tive light comedian, some of his greatest suc¬
cesses have been achieved in serious and melo¬
dramatic parts in the "Romance of a Poor
Toung Man," in "Pauline," *'Monte Crista"
and "Rosedale," all of which have had runs
of almost unequalled duration on the stage.
The part of Sir Charles Coldstream, being the
part in which Mr. Lester Wallack first made
his appearance on the stage In this country,
and his not having appeared In it since that
engagement, will doubtless impart a special In¬
terest to an occasion which merely requires to
be "heralded" to insure for it an overflowing
success.

"Where la the Little Nigger V*
We notice by our reports from Albany that

Bobs Tweed has introduced a bill to legalize
the purchase of certain lakes and lands for the
uses of the Croton Aqueduct, and for which
the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars haa
been paid. We suppose this is to cover the
purchase of Lake Gilead, in Putnam county,
last snmmer, and the payment to the owners
of the above amount by Mr. Tweed as Presi¬
dent of the Board of Public Works. It will be
remembered there was no little gossip at the
time on the subject, to the effect that Bom
Tweed was making a fine job out of the trans¬
action.the charge being no less than the sell¬
ing to the city for two hundred thousand dol¬
lars property for which he paid only twenty-
five thousand. But that scandal is put to rest
by the bill just introduced, indemnifying the
Boss for exactly the amount of cash he paid
down.twenty-five thousand dollars, no more
and no less. This is a miracle of honesty on
the part of a ring manager that would be
deemed incredible did we not have the plain
facts and figures before our eyes. Is it
possible that Mr. Tweed can have per¬
formed this service for the city and
not even pocketed a percentage or a
commission in the operation? But do we

really see the whole thing in its present light 2
Is there not something in the background.«
some balm in Lake Gilead that will allay the
itching palm of the great big Boss ? Ia there
or is there not a little nigger in the wood-pile I
If so, where is the little joker ? If it turns out
to be a fair and square transaction on the part
of Mr. Tweed we shall have to give that gentle*
man credit for possessing a degree of con¬
scientiousness unparalleled in the annals of
corporation jobs and jobbers. Taken In con¬

nection with his recent vaunted charitable
donations, it may foreshadow a change ofheart
and lead to a bonQt fide moral reformation that
will startle the political world and cause old
Tammany Hall to be filled with lamentations.
What ! no more corporation scalps, no more

pickings and stealings, no more cent per cent
operations, no more tax levy subsidies ?
Horrible !
We shall bo very glad to help Mr. Tweed

along in this great work of reform.a work
that should be encouraged by all taxpayiag
citizens. But, seriously, is there or is there
not a "little nigger in the wood-pile ?"

The Packing System in thx Horse Cabs.-**
Efforts are being made in the Legislature to
relieve the street cars from the system of olose
crowding that has proven to be such a sore
tribulation to man and beast. Similar efforts
are being made in Washington, where they
settle the question by making the passengers
get out and walk. But suoh a course in New
York would plaster Mr. Bergh's society all over
with lawsuits. The surest remedy is a multi¬
plicity of cars. Let them be strong all along
the most frequented routes a block apart, or
only half or quarter of a block apart, if the
traffic permits, and then leave it to human
naturo. A man going home in a hurry will
get on a crowded car if he can, and will con¬
sent to stand rather than delay in waiting for


